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Prof. Dr. K. Lenhard Rudolph, Scientific Director of the Leibniz Institute on Aging --- Fritz Lipmann 
Institute (FLI), has decided to put his Director position on hold. He declares: ‘‘An investigation on 
good scientific practice criticizes gross negligence in my supervision of scientific work from my 
group. I take these accusations very seriously. I will rigorously correct all mistakes and implement 
structural and organizational changes to ensure proper supervision of my coworkers specifically 
by me. I have decided to put my position as the Scientific Director on hold until further notice in 
order to take my responsibilities as a scientist to the full extent and, at the same time, protect the 
institute from further damages. FLI is an outstanding institution with excellent staff, that I have no 
doubt.’’ 
 
In the wake of this decision and until further notice the FLI’s Board of Directors consists of Dr. 
Daniele Barthel as Administrative Director and temporarily Dr. Matthias Platzer as alternate 
Scientific Director. The Board of Directors will work closely together with the assembly of research 
group leaders, the Scientific Advisory Board and the Board of Trustees and discuss the next steps 
to be taken in order to: 

- protect the scientific reputation of the institute; 
- ensure that the institute remains fully operational and continues to provide an optimal 

research environment; 
- further develop the established culture of good scientific practice at the institute; 
- support Prof. Lenhard Rudolph and his research group to comply with the 

recommendations of the Leibniz Association review committee and to restore his 
reputation as an internationally recognized scientist. 

 
Our institute honours the culture and rules of good scientific practice that is demonstrated by 535 
publications (2012-16) in renowned scientific Journals. From this number of publications 
important research findings have been quoted more than 500 times further documenting the 
recognition of FLI’s work in the scientific community. FLI hosts annual courses on good scientific 
practice. In addition group leaders from the FLI are working in corresponding committees or as 
ombudsmen at FLI, Friedrich Schiller University Jena and DFG. 
 
 
Contact 
Dr. Kerstin Wagner 
Leibniz Institute on Aging --- Fritz Lipmann Institute (FLI), Beutenbergstr. 11, D-07745 Jena 
Tel.: 03641-656378, Fax: 03641-656351, E-Mail: presse@leibniz-fli.de  
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Background information 
The Leibniz Institute on Aging --- Fritz Lipmann Institute (FLI) is the first German research organization dedicated to 
biomedical aging research since 2004. More than 330 members from over 30 nations explore the molecular mechanisms 
underlying aging processes and age-associated diseases. For more information, please visit www.leibniz-fli.de. 
 
The Leibniz Association connects 91 independent research institutions that range in focus from the natural, engineering 
and environmental sciences via economics, spatial and social sciences to the humanities. Leibniz Institutes address 
issues of social, economic and ecological relevance. They conduct knowledge-driven and applied basic research, 
maintain scientific infrastructure and provide research-based services. The Leibniz Association identifies focus areas for 
knowledge transfer to policy-makers, academia, business and the public. Leibniz Institutes collaborate intensively with 
universities --- in the form of ‘‘WissenschaftsCampi’’ (thematic partnerships between university and non-university 
research institutes), for example --- as well as with industry and other partners at home and abroad. They are subject to 
an independent evaluation procedure that is unparalleled in its transparency. Due to the institutes’ importance for the 
country as a whole, they are funded jointly by the Federation and the Länder, employing some 18,600 individuals, 
including 9,500 researchers. The entire budget of all the institutes is approximately 1.7 billion EUR. See www.leibniz-
association.eu for more information. 


